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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Our relationships, our activities, and our possessions -- these become our props. And despite their undependability, they become the sum and substance of our lives. After a while, we can hardly see how totally we've come to lean on these things. We're hiding from the truth, of course, but as long as our props are in place, we don't worry about our alienation. Deep down, our hearts are a lonely void, but we're simply too busy to think about it very much.


But what do we do when all the props are taken away? What do we do when we stand alone, nakedly "individual" before our God, with every other choice stripped away from us except our choice concerning God Himself? Do we choose to turn even more selfishly inward, or do we desire God and turn penitently upward? When the laughter has died down, the party is over, and all the guests have gone home, a human being finally has no other choice. The brutal fact is that we are cut off from everything we were ever meant to be connected to. And what we choose to do about that fact makes all the difference.





Religion is what the individual does with his solitariness.


Alfred North Whitehead





(Word Point, Gary Henry)








			JP





     How meaningful in His story of the prodigal is Jesus' use of the expression, "he came to himself.  The boy had literally been "out of his mind" in his efforts to run from his deeply caring father.  It was self-will not sanity that drove him to the far country.  Intoxicated with the thought of absolute freedom He fled his father's love and wisdom.  He was not running to something but from something, and in doing so he had overestimated his own abilities.  It was an insane adventure that wound up costing him heavily.  And yet it was altogether predictable.


     The same may be said of us when we set out to get away from God and His "onerous" restrictions.  Sin makes no sense.  A man cannot win in a war with God.  You cannot find happiness by trying to become something that God did not make you to be.  It is madness to try.  The thought that we are powerful and wise enough to recreate ourselves in an image of our own choosing has got to be the height of both arrogance and folly.


For some time, however long, the prodigal endured the degradation of the pigpen.  





what he had done.  The fact that he had blown his whole inheritance and reduced himself to utter degradation was the least of his blunders.  The unwarranted grief and anguish he had caused his father, that was the true crime.  Grief stricken and blaming no one but himself he resolves to go to his father, confess his sin, declare his unworthiness, and ask for a job as a common laborer.  Pride is broken.  Humiliation has become humility. Some cynics might argue that the boy just did what he had to do in his circumstances, but that is not true.  He had other options.  He could have just toughed it out, stolen, sold a pig on the side, and blamed his troubles on everyone else but himself--his father, his friends, his employer.  It's done all the time.  To his great credit he chose not to be that.  It's hard to face up to your folly, but it is insanity not to.  We, too, can choose to ignore reality, eschew blame, rail against God or others but sin is a hard taskmaster and there will be no mercy.  "The way of the transgressor is hard" (Proverbs 13:15).  The hard won "wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23).  "There is no peace, says the Lord, for the wicked" (Isaiah 48:22).


     This world is an insane asylum where men and women are delusively seeking escape from the realities of God and their own nature (Romans 1:21,22).  Those who awaken in brokenhearted penitence to humbly serve and glorify their Creator are the ones who have returned to their senses.


______________________________





A good day is not measured by how many things go right, but by being right with God.


(That’s Life!)


					





The Insanity of Sin


By Paul Earnhart





"But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to want.  Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make me like one of our hired servants" (Luke 15:14-19).








Perhaps he tried to convince himself that it was only a temporary setback and that those pigs didn't really smell as badly as they did.  But any hope that some of his "good time" friends would deliver him was quickly shattered ("no one gave to him").


His employer, a hard and ungracious man with far more concern for his pigs than his workers, was also a dead end street.  And it became quickly apparent that someone so hungry he was ready to eat pig fodder was in no position to save himself.  The ambitious young man who had gone forth to make his mark in the world was now utterly helpless.  He had come to the end of his tether.


      Reality has a way of rising up and smacking us in the face and most of us have to be smacked hard before we get rid of our delusions and start seeing the obvious.  The prodigal first faced the practical fact that his father's common laborers were eating far better than he was.  He then faced the greater truth that his father truly loved him and that he had treated him with contempt.  It was the latter realization and not the former that at last changed him.  One can imagine the flow of tears as he grappled fully with 











A Truth That Each One Must Deal With


Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. (Psalm 73:25,26)





    When we look at the matter honestly, we can see that everything comes down to one simple truth. The time comes when every other reality drops away and we're confronted with the stark simplicity of this fact: we have no one but God, and because of our sin, we are cut off even from Him. This is a truth that each one of us must deal with sooner or later. We may or may not deal wisely with it, but deal with it we must. God is waiting for us to do so. True religion has a chance to arise in our hearts when, as solitary beings, we confess how empty we are without God.


      Most of us spend our lives leaning on props. We instinctively sense the need for "relationship" to other beings, but we foolishly build our relationships on the shifting sands of false principles. Feeling the urge to "do" something, we throw ourselves into a fury of daily activity. And driven to "acquire," we heap up for ourselves a horde of assets and possessions. Cont., on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother. Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Sis. Susan Bisbeng is now recovering at home Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from shoulder surgery and Courtney Smith and her health problems.  


Bro. Jack Green Sis. Joyce Green. 


Sis. Tracy Bruns and Tori are still ill  


Sis June Guyton with flu like symptoms Many others who are out with colds 


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


_____________________________


Ladies Bible Class


03/12 at 7:30 PM


______________________________


Parenting Class at 3:45 Today


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 1-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 2-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Wes Guyton


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----David Holmes


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Grant Hicks


Song Leader-------Steve Tramell


2nd Prayer------Jeremy Green


Read Scripture ---Jack Green


Sermon----Mark Bowman


Lord's Supper----Rodee Bruns


Announcements----Jason Gaston


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Malcolm Smith


Invitation---Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Jeremy Green





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














